
Our lab has recently developed a new form of tactile feedback that can be
used to provide direction cues. The device incorporates a small moving
contactor that interfaces with the user’s fingerpad.Direction cues correspond
to the direction of contactor motion. Displacements of a millimeter or less are
easily interpreted by users. Further background on the project can be found
at: http://heml.eng.utah.edu/index.php/Haptics/ShearFeedback

Now that basic research has shown the merits of this type of tactile feedback,
we are now interested in embedding these devices in consumer products
such as music players, cell phones, or a steering wheel. For this to be
practical, it is necessary to reduce the device’s package size and power
consumption. These requirements form the basis of this project. 
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